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from Dour SOWP Cfficers and Board of Governors 


~ MORSE ISN'T DEAD 


e-mail received by Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


An interesting note to the following is 
that Canada will still guard 500 kHz in 
the Arctic waters at two coast stations: 
Inuvik Radio/VFA and Inqualuit Ra- 
dio/VFF which work HF Morse on 4, 6, 
and 12 MHz bands and also Resolute 
Radio/ex-VFR which is now remotely 
controlled by the Inqualuit/VFF. Addi- 
tionally there at 4 and 6 MHz Morse 
operations to be kept in operation at 
Resolute also remotely controlled by 
VFF. So Morse isn't dead, and the Ca- 
nadian Government should be saluted 
for recognizing its value. 


Additionally, the two Canadian ships 
Quest will have a full time Radio Offi- 
cer and the icebreaker Des Groseillers/ 
CGDX will carry a Radio Officer this 
summer during the Arctic cruise. 


The problem remains that the Coast 
Guard school in North Sydney hasn't 
trained anyone in Morse radio for the 
last three or four years. And the possi- 
bility exists that the station might get a 
call on 500 kHz Morse and not have a 
qualified operator. 


During periods of peak electron storm 


bombardment of the Earth, satellites 
have been known to not work. The ra- 
dio frequencies that are least affected 
are the lower frequencies, like 500 kHz 
and the best mode, of course, is Morse. 


Of course situations like those detailed 
during the rescue of the Holland Amer- 
ica Line ship "Prinsendam" in 1980 can 
also be cited. 


(See http://www.qsl.net/nlea for details 
on the rescue done by Canadian Coast 
Guard and others and read the link 
http://www.gqsl.net/nlea/sos.htm 


Give the Canadian Government an A+ 
for prudence. 


Regards and 73 (best regards), 


David J. Ring, Jr. 

former Radio Electronics Officer 
US Merchant Marine 

(no more jobs) 


On 5 Aug 99, at 10:20, Jillian Carson- 
Jackson wrote: 


July 28, 1999 was a historic day in the 
realm of CW. Using the inventions of 
Mr. Guglielmo Marconi and Mr. Sam- 
uel SAMUEL Morse, The Canadian 
Coast Radio Station, Sydney VCO, 
tapped out it's last message on SOOKHz. 
The message was sent to Table Head, 
Glace Bay, Nova Scotia. The history 


of Mr. Marconi in the Cape Breton area 
is long, with coastal ship-shore stations 
providing a wireless service for both 
commercial and life saving purposes, 
and transatlantic wireless stations at 
Table Head, Maroconi Towers (his first 
and second Glace Bay Stations) and 
Louisbourg. It was fitting, therefore, 
that VCO Sydney sent it's last message 
to Table Head, under the historic call 
letters of VAS. While the service is 
discontinued, Morse code will live on 
through amateur radio operators. The 
legacy of Mr. Marconi and Mr. Morse 
will be retold to future generations 
through national historic sites, such as 
the one at Table Head, and the one 
planned for Marconi Towers. 


If you would like more information 
about the Marconi transatlantic stations 
in Cape Breton, see the Glace Bay page 
of the website <http://www.poldhu. 
com. 


The text of the message sent is included 


below. Let this be a salute to all opera- 
tors, past and present. 


HHKKKKKT oy tk EEK EEK 
CQ CQ VAS de VCO VCO = CT 


ON DECEMBER 15, 1902, GUG- 
LIELMO MARCONI MADE 


(continued Page 12) 
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THE PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 


by Jack Kelleher 
SOWP 2581-P, W4ZC 


SOWP had a death in the family re- 
cently - well, not exactly in the family, 
but close enough to cause me to view it 
as "in the family". 


To be specific, Ted Phelps' wife lost 
her Mother, affectionately known as 
'Gram’, this past November (Ted is V. 
P. Publications of SOWP). Many of 
you who know Ted will remember that 
he frequently traveled from Columbus 
OH to Lebanon, PA to visit Gram, who 
was the only remaining member of her 
family with the exception of two 
nieces. (Gram was 97; Her husband 
passed away in 1986).. 


Gram died two days before the regular 
Saturday nets, and the loss was duly 
noted by all participants. At the time I 
mentioned that SOWP members are a 
large but nevertheless close-knit family 
sharing each other's joys and sorrows. 


One of the things that we share is com- 
municating with one another - after all, 
our profession is communications. 
Years ago, when we were all younger, 
we communicated via the USPS and 
the telephone. Now, speaking for my- 
self, I find that it's becoming more and 
more of a chore to write a letter, and I 
haven't touched a typewriter in years. 
Now we use e-mail, and marvel at its 
rapidity and convenience, which leads 
me to suggest that SOWP establish a 
roster of e-mail addresses for members 
having this capability. 


I suggest that any member reading the 
above and who has e-mail advise Walt 
Boyd of his e-mail address, and let 
Walt take it from there. 


Many of you who have general cove- 


age receivers monitor the HF spectrum 
and note, like I do, that CW is rapidly 
disappearing from the maritime por- 
tions: activity there is primarily data 
transmission. The other services still 
occupying HF are broadcasting and, of 
course, Amateur Radio. 


Those of us who are also Radio Ama- 
teurs are aware of the fact that the FCC 
published a Notice of Inquiry in 1998 
which portended reduction of license 
classes, a reduction of the code speed 
requirements for operation in the HF 
band, and possible changes to subbands 
for SSB, CW, data, etc. There is as yet 
no decision on these matters, and the 
general consensus is that it will not 
happen before the new year. 


Speaking of subbands, especially those 
for CW, there is a new kid on the block 
in form of PSK31. It's described in 
QST for May 1999 in an article titled 
"PSK31 - has RTTY's Replacement 
arrived? There's a new HF digital 
mode in town and the gossip is flying!" 
by Steve Ford, WB8IMY. Its advan- 
tages include the fact that it works at S/ 
N ratios comparable to CW, and the 
necessary bandwidth is only 31 Hz 
(31.25, to be exact), which is why its 
called PSK31. 


Finally, I recommend that members 
consider donating a few bucks to 
SOWP from time to time in addition to 
dues. We will continue publishing the 
World Wireless Beacon to keep our 
members informed, but this costs 
money, and as our membership dwin- 
dles, so does our treasury. 


Jack, W4ZC 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S 
COLUMN 


by Waldo Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


Closure to the past - open door to the 
future! 


Secretary's Greetings! 


The holiday season is upon us. A year- 
end like this one comes to pass but 
once in a thousand circuits of the earth 
around its parent sun. We mark the 
beginning of the final year of a century 
of wonders and of a milennium for the 
history books. Happy New Year/ 
Century/Millennium!! 


Our forefathers set the dates long 
before we were brought forth upon this 
continent. Note the plural in "dates" -- 
we should not overlook the fact that the 
calendar we in the West observe as our 
legacy is but one of a number of 
marked beginnings and endings of our 
planetary orbits. Each calendar has its 
own significance to those who live 
within its new year, new century, new 
millennium. Our Three "Days" begin 
with celebration simultaneously on our 
January 1, Year 2000: New Year's Day, 
New Century Day, and New 
Millennium Day. Three Cheers for 
them and a toast to a 

future with so much promise that we 
stand in awe at its prospects! Whether 
we see 2000 or 2001 as the last year's 
ending of the old or the first year's 
beginning of the new, it's a year's time 
for sober reflection as well as 
celebration. 


Machines of our own creation have 
taken over tasks that we once 
performed. As a child I saw the coming 
of "combines" in the wheat fields of 
consin, displacing smaller machinery 


(continued next page) 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S 
COLUMN - From Page 2 


Wisconsin, displacing smaller 
machinery that had in its earlier days 
displaced men and women who, with 
cradle-scythes, toiled dawn to dusk at 
harvest time. We as wireless operators 
have found ourselves displaced by 
satellites and our media sidelined and 
archived. Some of us have "joined 'em" 
rather than bewail our fate, and we now 
take advantage of the new speed and 
precision of communications today that 
is but the harbinger of things to come. 
Already there is a Mars Net in place, in 
readiness for the exploratory work 
ahead, so-declared by the inventor of 
today's Internet, Dr. Cerf. Would that I 
were twenty once again: I would be 
where the action is, eager to be the 
comm-tech on one of the earliest 
manned flights, shepherding and 
master-minding the Mars Net for data 
and voice transmissions. Our peers 
have solved the half-second time-delay 
problem of telephone and wireless that 
occurs half-way around our own 
planet --how will we handle five- to 
ten-minute echoes between our home 
planet and the new object of our 
endeavors? 


When will the first Geodesic Dome be 
built on Luna as a jumping-off 
(staging) place for Mars manned 
exploration? What must be done to 
create an atmosphere of nitrogen and 
oxygen on Mars? Let the scientists and 
engineers do their thing. Just as I did as 
a youth when I sat at my watch station 
on board a Navy ship, headphones in 
place, one hand on the tuning dials and 
the other at the Morse key, I would be 
tomorrow's starry-eyed youth at the 
Communications Console, monitoring 
and applying human ingenuity to the 
task at one of the exploratory watch 
stations here on Earth, or in the Lunar 
Dome, or at the construction site where 
Mars Command Station Central will be 
erected. CW is an artifact that my 


Te 


grandfather mastered in his day: my 
mastery would be the bits and bytes 
and knowledge of how to get the 
message through in the face of 
whatever odds. 


Three rousing cheers for the past. Three 
more for the Future! Youngsters, the 
Solar System is your Oyster! We 
bequeath it to you. Acquit yourselves 
proud! ...and 73!! 


toot § mec 


WELCOME - 
NEW MEMBERS 


A warm "Welcome Aboard" to the 
following who have joined SOWP 
since our last issue. 


(Add to Section I of your 1998 Wire- 
less Register). 


DALLING, Norman W. 5634-P, 
Norm-WN/..... W3BLN, tel 610 367- 
0574, 31 Elm Street, Boyertown, PA 
19512, first ship SS Scanstates KEKL 


SPRENGER, Wolfgang 5635-M, 
Temp/Sigrid DL6LAO, Rethbrook 27, 
24119 Kronshagen, Germany (see ad- 
joining article on assignments) 

O 


NEW MEMBER 
Wolfgang Sprenger 5636-M 


by Waldo Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


New Member 5635-M, DL6LAO 
Wolfgang Sprenger lives in Kiel, fa- 
mous for its Kieler Woche, about 70 
miles south of the Danish border. 


After graduation from school Wolfgang 
took a job as a radio and television 
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technician, and joined the German 
Navy as an electronics person in 1975, 
until 1983. This afforded him contact 
with the United States, as the Navy 
bought three destroyers of the Charles 
F. Adams class, Liijens (D185), 
Molders (D186), and Rommel (D187) 
from the US Navy. As part of that ac- 
quisition, the contract specified that all 
electronics and gunnery personnel 
would take their training in the USA. 
Wolfgang was sent to San Antonio, 
Texas, for six months and five months 
in Virginia Beach, Virginia Guided 
Missile School, which he describes as 
the best year of his naval service. 


"Then after I left the navy, I went to 
Hamburg to attend the German Mer- 
chant Naval School to become a Radio 
Officer," Wolfgang reported in his 
SOWP application letter. With this 
background he went to work as a civil- 
ian in the German Auxiliary Fleet, "... 
which is quite similar to the Military 
Sealift Command," he added. 


The more diverse his training and ex- 
perience, the greater in demand became 
his services, resulting in a number of 
assignments on different types of ships. 
He is presently stationed on a research 
vessel, the +Planet/DRAY+ under gov- 
ernment command, in the auxiliary 
fleet sailing the area around Norway, 
the UK, and the Mediterranean. In 
1995 as a part of a research program 
with the US, he sailed to the Dry Tortu- 
gas with research vessels flying the 
USA flag. 


"Technical equipment has changed 
very rapidly," he wrote. "Since the 
mid-80's, we have gone from radio tele- 
graphy and teletype to the GMDSS 
Standard." 


Listen for his CQ on the bands, as he 
has much more to tell about his present 


work on board and off duty. 


een () eee 
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RADIOMAN (RM) RATING 2. ACCELERATION OF NEW COMMUNICATIONS OR 
NAME CHANGE TECHNOLOGIES IN TELE- COMPUTERS IN THE NEW NAME 
COMMUNICATIONS AND WOULD NEGATIVELY PORTRAY 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS A DISTINCT AND PREFERRED 
1 Naval 
Bhe )tollowmpe Naval anessagemawas ~ reCmrINES REVERT ED ITE EXPERTISE. 


received via the Internet and made 
available to SOWP by Waldo Boyd, 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGE 
ROUTINE 


R 041419Z NOV 99 ZYB MIN PSN 
726125M23 


FM CNO WASHINGTON DC//N1// 
TO NAVADMIN 


UNCLAS file://N01220// 
NAVADMIN 293/99 


MSGID/GENADMIN/N13// 


SUBJ/RADIOMAN (RM) RATING 
NAME CHANGE TO 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS/ 
TECHNICIAN (IT)// 


REF/A/MSG/CNO WASHINGTON 
DC/051331ZSEP95// 


REF/B/MSG/CNO WASHINGTON 
DC/191850ZFEB98// 


NARR/REF A IS NAVADMIN 
(215/95) DATA PROCESSING 
TECHNICIAN AND RADIOMAN 
MERGER. REF B ANNOUNCED 
THE RM-DP MERGER SURFACE 
WARFARE TRAINING AND 
READINESS REVIEW (SWTRR) 
HELD IN MAR 98.// 


RMKS/1. THIS NAVADMIN 
ANNOUNCES NAME CHANGE OF 
THE RADIOMAN (RM) RATING TO 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
TECHNICIAN (IT) EFFECTIVE 
IMMEDIATELY. 


NEED FOR A NEW RATING NAME 
THAT BEST REFLECTS SKILLS 
AND ROLES OF SAILORS IN THIS 
RATING. 


3. THIS NAME CHANGE IS 
CONSISTENT WITH ONGOING 
NAVY EFFORTS TO PROPERLY 
MAN AND TRAIN THE RATING TO 
HANDLE THE CHANGING 
ENVIRONMENT OF THE 
INFORMATION AGE. NEW 
RATING NAME ALSO REFLECTS 
NAVY COMMITMENT TO IT-21, 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY, AND 
SERVES AS AN ATTRACTIVE 
RECRUITING TOOL FOR 
POTENTIAL RECRUITS 
INTERESTED IN THESE 
SPECIALIZED TECHNICAL 
SKILLS. 


4. PER REF B, AN RM-DP 
CONFERENCE WAS HELD IN MAR 
98. ATTENDEES 
OVERWHEMINGLY AGREED A 
NAME CHANGE WAS NECESSARY 
FOR THE NEW RATING. 
ATTENDEES CITED FOL 
JUSTIFICATION: 


(1) NEW NAME SHOULD 
REFLECT CHANGING ROLES AND 
FUNCTIONS; 


(2) NAME SHOULD BE 
SEPARATE IN NATURE FROM THE 
HISTORICAL PARADIGMS OF RM 
AND DP; 


(3) NAME NEEDED TO 
REFLECT RATINGS NEW 
COMBINED ROLES, EXPERTISE, 
AND SKILLS; AND 


(4) ANY REFERENCE TO 


5. IT'S OPERATE AND MAINTAIN 
NAVY GLOBAL SATELLITE TELE- 
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS. 
THEIR DUTIES INCLUDE 
DESIGNING, INSTALLING, 
OPERATING, AND MAINTAINING 
STATE OF THE ART 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS. THESE 
SYSTEMS INCLUDE LOCAL AND 
WIDE-AREA NETWORKS, 
MAINFRAME, MINI AND MACRO 
COMPUTER SYSTEMS, AND 
ASSOCIATED PERIPHERAL 
DEVICES. THEY PROVIDE 
COMMUNICATION LINKS AND 
CONNECTIVITY TO EVERY 
SHORE STATION AND SHIP AT 
SEA ACROSS EVERY BAND OF 
THE RF SPECTRUM. 


6. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE 
RATING HAVE EXPANDED WELL 
BEYOND TRADITIONAL RADIO 
SETS AND MAINFRAMES. THE IT 
RATING BETTER REFLECTS 
THOSE SKILLS AND ROLES 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE RATING 
TODAY, AS WELL AS IN THE 
FUTURE. 


7. IN KEEPING WITH THE PROUD 
TRADITION OF THE RM RATING, 
THE RATING BADGE OF 
ELECTRONIC SPARKS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE RATING 
IS BEING RETAINED. 


8. RELEASED BY VADM D. T. 
OLIVER, N1.// 


BT 


NNNN 
RTD:000-000/COPIES: 
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AN UNFORGETTABLE 
HAM 


By Bill Jackson, 
SOWP 3612-V, W6HDP 


I first ran into Stu in 1948 while living 
in Ft. Lauderdale. Herb Evans, 
W4LKT, now a longtime silent key, 
had gotten me into Amateur Radio only 
a few months before so you might say I 
was getting my feet wet as a young un- 
educated ham with the call of W4NFD. 


It all began one day while I was in my 
radio shack, a closed off room in back 
of the carport, tuning around on the 20 
meter CW band and heard the callsign 
W4ZC (now held by John Kelleher) in 
QSO. After he signed off with his sta- 
tion I called him and he came back, 
slowing down to my speed of about 25 
WPM, due to the fact this was the 
speed that I had attained as a high 
speed OP in the Signal Corps during 
the war. His sending was perfect, a 
smooth operator, with no mistakes. 
And since we were both in Ft. Lauder- 
dale, at the end of our QSO he invited 
me to his home. 


Stu lived on the other side of town and 
since at the time Ft. Lauderdale was a 
town of only about 17,000 people, it 
was not difficult to locate his house. I 
had no idea what Stu would look like 
so when J arrived and rang the doorbell 
I was not fully prepared for what came 
next. The door opened and standing 
before me was a small, frail and stoop- 
shouldered man with a large hump pro- 
truding above his neck. He motioned 
me into the living room and turned to 
follow when I noticed his upper body 
was horizontal to the floor, evidently 
the only way he could maneuver 
around. 


After chatting awhile, Stu invited me 
into his radio shack, consisting of a 
homebrew transmitter, a receiver I was 


os 


not familiar with and a Vibroplex key. 
Stu told me he had been a telegrapher, 
working for a newspaper, but not much 
else about himself. I judged him to be 
in his 40's and he was living with his 
parents. I found out he only worked 
CW, no microphone in evidence, and 
he was a very proficient operator. The 
visit was interesting but I still knew 
very little about my new acquaintance 
except that his name was Stu Davis. 


Most hams in Ft. Lauderdale knew Stu 
and he participated in club meetings 
but not much was known about his past 
personal life. In 1951 I was recalled 
back into the military through the Na- 
val Reserve and I lost contact with Stu. 
It would be over twenty years before I 
would be reunited with him. 


After retiring from the Navy in 1966, I 
moved my family to Southern Califor- 
nia where I worked as a Computer 
Electronic Tech. It was not until the 
late 70's when I heard Stu on CW 
again, this time with the callsign 
W2ZH, living in Union New Jersey. 
We began to correspond by mail and as 
time went by the letters came less fre- 
quent. Finally one day in 1981 I re- 
ceived a letter from Stu with copies of 
The National Telegraph Office that he 
had established in Union. This was the 
first time I knew his full name, Dr. E. 
Stuart Davis. Stu informed me that he 
was almost blind and in poor health. 
Later, in 1983, I found his name under 
the Silent Keys column in the May is- 
sue of QST. Due to the fact I still knew 
so little about my friend Stu Davis, I 
decided to try and get an obituary on 
him. After about a month the Union, NJ 
public library came to my rescue. 
When I received this obituary and read 
it, I was amazed to find out just how 
famous Stu had been before I met him. 
I learned that he was 42 years old when 
I met him in 1948. 


Dr. Davis was born in Vermont, lived 
in Newark and evidently spent most of 


December 1999 


those years before I met him in the 
East. Much of his early life is not 
brought to light but he taught physics at 
Princeton University and held two doc- 
torate degrees from Long Island Uni- 
versity and the University of Toronto. 
He was well known for his work in 
electronic instrumentation, communica- 
tions and as a telegraph historian, 
founded the National Telegraph Office, 
Museum and Library of Union. During 
World War II, he was on special as- 
signment as a code breaker in Wash- 
ington D.C. where he became a per- 
sonal friend and consultant to President 
Franklin Roosevelt and his wife, Elea- 
nor. He lived in the White House and 
traveled frequently with the Roosevelts. 
In the early years of the war Dr. Davis 
once said to Roosevelt, " Mr. President, 
we need to be careful, the Japanese are 
intercepting our traffic off the cable". 
Dr. Davis was crippled as a result of an 
airplane crash during the war years, 
accounting for his appearance when I 
first met him. He also worked as a code 
breaker with OSS, a forerunner of the 
CIA. 


Dr. Davis moved back to New Jersey in 
the 50's and worked for the Weston 
Electric Company, finally as Director 
of Research with the Potter Aeronauti- 
cal Corporation at Paterson for ten 
years, retiring in 1966. Dr. Davis was a 
member of the Institute of Radio Engi- 
neers, the IEEE, many Wireless organi- 
zations, American Theater Organ Soci- 
ety and the Radio Club of America. Dr. 
Davis was, as it seems, never married 
and had no surviving family . 


As I look back in years I can only cher- 
ish the memories of Stu Davis, other- 
wise known as Dr. E. Stuart Davis, and 
consider myself fortunate to have been 
acquainted with such a well known and 
talented man who contributed so much 
to his country. 


eee eee 
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YOU HAVE TO GO OUT 
BUT YOU DON'T HAVE 
TO COME BACK 


By Dewey L. Byerley 
SOWP 5067-P 
August 1993 


There was a time during my life when 
an old Coast Guard saying, "You have 
to go out, but you dent have to come 
back", almost became a reality. It hap- 
pened Christmas Eve of 1940 when one 
of the most vicious winter storms, born 
in the Gulf of Alaska, helped along by 
a southward shifting jet stream and 
picking up moisture from sub-tropic 
waters, developed into a full blown 
nor'wester. 


I had the duty that night aboard the U. 


S. Coast Guard Cutter Shawnee, sta- _ 


tioned in Humboldt Bay docked at 
Eureka, California. Just before mid- 
night the radioman on watch inter- 
cepted an SOS from the steamer U.S:S. 
Stanwood which was adrift 80 miles 
south of Humboldt Bay and taking on 
water from opened seams due to the 
pounding from the heavy seas. 


We secured our running gear and pre- 
pared for the open sea. We could sense 
through the cutter's movement, as a re- 
sult of turning broadside to the wind, 
that we were entering the narrow har- 
bor channel. 


Humboldt harbor jetties have been bat- 
tling the sea ever since the Army Corps 
of Engineers first expressed doubt that 
they could stand the seas, yet construc- 
tion on them began in 1889. They have 
been destroyed and rebuilt many times 
over the years with the latest rebuilding 
completed in 1972. Special blocks cast 
in concrete were used in the latest at- 
tempt to thwart the heavy winter seas. 
Ship captains of the mid-nineteenth 


ae 


century claimed Humboldt's heavy seas 
were rivaled only by those at the tip of 
South American, Cape Horn. This can 
be attested by the writings of the 16th 
century Portuguese navigator, Magel- 
lan. 


A jetty is a structure extended into a 
sea, lake or river to influence the cur- 
rent or tide and protect the harbor en- 
trance. Humboldt harbor jetties contin- 
ued to sink into the sandy bottom; as a 
result, the channel had silted up leaving 
the harbor entrance dangerously shal- 
low. The Shawnee, returning to the har- 
bor when the tide was low required the 
boat-swain to use the lead line. 


The Shawnee was built along the lines 
of a seagoing tug which had two boilers 
with one smoke stack. She was 157 feet 
long, had a beam of 35 feet with super- 
structure 35 feet above the water and 
carried a crew of 70. She didn't appear 
to be a candidate for Davy Jone's 
locker, but for a while we had our 
doubts. 


As the Shawnee proceeded toward the 
open sea, buffeting by the heavy seas 
increased, causing the ship to heave, 
roll and dive through and over the huge 
waves. The seas were heavier than 
usual, consequently, we in the radio 
room were apprehensive as a result of 
water pouring in around one of the 
doors. The chief radio operator was 
trying to cover the transmitter with a 
raincoat when the ship took a hard roll 
to the port. He fell to the port side of 
the radio room breaking his leg. I had 
braced myself; sensing the extreme port 
side roll, and did not fall. 


The radio room was located on the boat 
deck with two motor launches and two 
19 foot whale boats and other super- 
structure. When I stepped out of the 
radio room to get help for my injured 
chief, I was stunned by what I saw. The 
four boats had disappeared along with 
some of the superstructure, swept clear 
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or the ship, most likely when we ex- 
perienced the hard port roll, total as- 
sessment of our damage was not con- 
cluded until we limped into Oakland 
for dry-dock repair three days later. 
Our Christmas dinner consisted of ba- 
loney sandwiches. 


When the Shawnee almost capsized 
during the hard port roll, no one real- 
ized how close we had been to disaster, 
that is until we assessed damage. One 
boiler fire was extinguished when our 
smoke stack shipped several hundred 
gallons of water, as a result we were 
left running on less than half power. 
The ship's roll indicator was calibrated 
to a maximum of 70 degrees, however 
further calculation indicated a full 90 
degree roll was sustained. No logical 
explanation could be found as to why 
the Shawnee righted itself from a 90 
degree roll. The galley stove looked 
like it had been turned upside down, 
shaken until its insides were loose, they 
deposited on the deck. The old timers 
aboard ship grudgingly admitted this 
nor'wester gave them the worst beating 
of their lives. 


By daylight we had sighted the stricken 
steamer, Stanwood wallowing in the 
troughs of a rough sea. Since the 
Shawnee had no boats for use in res- 
cue, we stood by until a cutter out of 
San Francisco relieved us later that day. 
In the meantime we received a message 
requesting we search for two self- 
bailing life boats that were on search 
and rescue missions. We did not find 
them before we were relieved by an- 
other cutter which did locate them the 
next day. At last we were through with 
our rescue work and headed for the 
Oakland dry-docks. 


The only casualties of the Coast Guard 
were the Shawnee's chief radioman 
with a broken leg, a battered Shawnee 
and some very tired seamen. The Stan- 
wood was towed into San Francisco 
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COMMEMORATION OF the dot they sent "Sherman is sighted" "WHAT HATH GOD 
FIRST WIRELESS on 16Mc/s and then again on 3Mc/s. WROUGHT?" 
MESSAGE But this time the op on board used his . 
bug at the end of the message to send 
"ZUT CW forever"! A great, unex- THE STORY OF 
Dick Dillman, WoAWO, pected touch. TELEGRAPHY 
<ddillman@igce.apc.org> 
Now it was our turn. We came up on By Leonard J. Sluyter 


Date: Sat, 28 Aug 1999 


According to the California Historical 
Radio Society (read: contact them, not 
me, if you wish to debate the point!) 
this is the 100th anniversary of radio in 
America. On August 23, 1899 a wire- 
less transmission was made from Light- 
ship No. 70 off the San Francisco bar to 
the Cliff House on the beach. The mes- 
sage was simple: "Sherman is sighted" 
but history was made. The Sherman 
was bringing US troops home from the 
Mexican-American war and the city 
turned out the greet time in grand style. 


Today that event was recreated. 
Through the good offices of Bart Lee, 
the CHRS, the Coast Guard and many 
others the Coast Guard cutter Point 
Brower/NMEX stood off the entry to 
the Golden gate and transmitted the 
same message in Morse on 16.907 and 
3.387Mc/s. This in itself was a big 
event since the Coast Guard abandoned 
the use of Morse years ago. 


Tom Horsfall, WA6OPE and I partici- 
pated as part of the Maritime Radio 
Historical Society. We set up a station 
consisting of a military AN/GRC-9 on 
the roof of the San Francisco maritime 
Museum. We used the antenna we 
have just erected that is destined to 
work with the restored Radiomarine 4U 
radio console from a WWII Victory 
ship that will be part of a permanent 
exhibit on maritime communications at 
the museum. 


We heard NMEX tuning up about an 
hour before the event. They were put- 
ting in a great honking signal so we 
knew we were in business. At 11:50 on 


3.540Mc/s and sent a message of wel- 
come and acknowledgement as a QST. 
Taking the lead of NMEX I also signed 
off with "CW forever". Unexpectedly, 
NMEX acknowledged the message 
cross-band! 


Not wishing to tempt fate or the FCC I 
simply acknowledged that with the ra- 
dioman's traditional "dit dit". 

It was a good day and great fun for all. 
Vy 73, 

Dick/"RD" 

Chief Operator at KOKPH of the Mari- 
time Radio Historical Society, Collec- 
tor Of Heavy Metal: Harleys, Willys 
and Radios Over 100lbs. 


okey) Ed 


YOU HAVE TO GO OUT BUT 
YOU DON'T HAVE TO COME 
BACK - From Page 6 


and I don’t believe it ever went to sea 
again. I saw it beached in Sausalito in 
1971. It appeared to be the home of a 
colony of hippy artists. 


When the Army Corps of Engineers 
rebuilt the Humboldt harbor jetties in 
1972, they used 5000 interlocking con- 
crete blocks, each weighing 42 tons. 
We have not tamed the Nor'wester but 
we have put a crimp in the damage 
done by these storms. My respect for 
them has never diminished. 

O 


SOWP 1218-P, W6BNO 


For years man has endeavored to trans- 

mit his intelligence over long distances. 
The word TELEGRAPH means "to 
write at a distance." In the late 1800s 
Samuel F. B. Morse, a scientific experi- 
menter, invented what he called the 
telegraph and the first words he trans- 
mitted over a wire, to his assistant, 
were the words "WHAT HATH GOD 
WROUGHT?" 


He accomplished this feat by the use 
of a handkey, a length of wire, an elec- 
tric battery, and a device called a 
sounder. Samuel Morse sent an electric 
current over a single wire between his 
location and that of his assistant. The 
function of the handkey was to make 
and break the current from the battery 
through the wire. At the receiving end, 
the sounder, which consisted of two 
electro-magnets and a movable lever 
armature, produced clicking sounds 
when the circuit was opened and closed 


by the key. Morse devised a simple al- 


phabet code made up of combinations 
of short clicks called a dot and slightly 
longer spaced clicks called a dash. By 
interrupting the electric current accord- 
ing to this pre-arranged alphabet code, 
letters could be formed, words pro- 
duced, and whole messages could be 
transmitted. 


The alphabet code system, devised by 
Samuel Morse, was called the Ameri- 
can Morse Code. Later another alpha- 
bet code system called the Continental 
or International Code was devised. This 
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"WHAT HATH GOD 
WROUGHT?" THE STORY OF 
TELEGRAPHY - From Page 7 


is a simplified form of the original tele- 
graph code and is used internationally 
for wireless or radio telegraphy. 


The International code is also pro- 
duced with a handkey but a musical 
tone is used instead of the clicking 
sound of a sounder. A tone is much 
easier to be heard over a radio channel 
especially when there is noise or static 
present. Also the International code 
differs from the original American 


TELEGRAPH CODES 


INTERNATIONAL ANBRICAY 


CONTINENTAL CODE MORSE CODE 


Used on land lines in 


\usecian bam ada United States and Canada 


A om A rs 
B mece B v 
C mome c & 
D eee D 3 
Ee E 
F eeome F S 
G mame ary G $ 
H eeee = SiH <3 
I ee On live « +} 6 
J emu $5 | J aeome x = 
K mea gc K mea e 
L emee ee Lao 3. & 
=e ° =e 8 2 
te) =e = 2u oO ee ° a 
P emame ssh P eecee H 8 
Q a= mew Ee | Qeome gf ct 
R eame z£- |Re ee wS $8 
S eee = S eee cove? 
U eoum U com Sos 
V eeen V ccoom ~£8S 
W om a W 0 = = AAS 
X mce as Xemeoe Onn ? 
Y wom = Yee eo Gita ke 
Z =m moe Z eee e 
&e cee — | 
Figures Figures 
ae ee 1 ems me 
2 00 a= a= as 2 ee@emee 
3 cocoa = 3 eeome 
4 eecoa 4 coco 
5 eecoe S&S a = = 
GS meocee GS ececeecve 
T maeee T = awee 
S as = ee SB mecee 
D as om == ow © 9 wee 
oO aE ee ew ew =e Oo 
Punctuation Punctuation 


(.) oe am mee 


7) coe moe 
(:) as as as ooo 
G) as eomome 
(-) meocee as 
(1) None at present 
(’) @ a= os os wo ()ecomeo omen 
() meoome Heem as 

() =o os a oo ( eceooe me 

) eveee eo eo 
) eemeo ame 
(“)eomeo meme 


(-) ecee emee 
(1) ae os as © 


() emcee me 


Morse code in eleven letters, all of the 
numerals except the number 4 and in 
all of the punctuations. The American 
Morse uses spaces between certain dot 
combinations in the letters C, O, R, Y, 
Z, &, and a few punctuations. The Con- 
tinental code does not use this type of 
space within a letter. 


From these dots and dashes over a 
single telegraph wire, created years ago 
by Samuel Morse, telecommunications 
has become an integral part of our 
every day lives. With telegraph circuits, 
telephones, color television, teletype 
and fax machines, computers, packets 
and other fantastic electronic devices - 
Samuel would surely be astonished by 
today's complicated communication 
systems. 


Samuel F.B.Morse started it all with 
his single wire telegraph and his ques- 
tioning phrase "WHAT HATH GOD 
WROUGHT?" 


WEB PAGE UPDATE 


Executive Secretary Waldo T. Boyd is 
prepping the SOWP web pages for dis- 
play to the public. One section he 
would like to make available is a dis- 
play of the active member QSL cards. 
If you would like to have yours dis- 
played, please send your latest card to: 


Waldo T. Boyd 
P.O. Box 86 
Geyserville, CA 95441 


The list of e-mail and web-page ad- 
dresses will be displayed — most likely 
behind a password to the page to be 
provided to each member individually. 
Other suggestions from the member- 
ship as to other items of interest for 
inclusion are requested. These could 
include photos of members, wireless 
equipment, stations, etc. Please give 
Executive Secretary Boyd your 
thoughts on this exciting project. 


CORRECTIONS/ 
ADDITIONS TO 

THE WIRELESS 
REGISTER - 1998 


Changes are given on a page-by-page 
basis so they can be marked into your 
personal copy. 


page 7 - change address, BRADEN, 
Melvin E. 0730-P, 2210 Main Street 
Apt 229, Longmont, CO 80501-1459 


...- change phone number and address, 
BRIGGS, Lawrence W. 0481-P, 301 
870-4823, 2832 Ridge Rd., Waldorf, 
MD 20603-6146 


page 15 - change address, GUST, Al- 
bert 4803-V, 100 E. Hackberry St., 
Suite 30, McAllen, TX 78501 


page 21 - change address, 
McCRACKIN, Michael F. 5601-M, 
645 Woodworth Ave., Missoula, MT 
59801 


page 26 - change address, PREWITT, 
Shirl J. 2142-M, 119 Oakridge Pl., Pa- 
nama City Bch, FL 32408 


page 27 - change address, ROSSITER, 
Lawrence 0609-P, 32-2544 Dunlevy 
Street, Victoria, B.C. V8R 5Z2 Canada 


page 28 - change address, 
SCHRADER, Elliott G. 5063-V, 2572 
Knollwood Ct. Apt. 201, Cameron 
Park, CA 95682-8946 


page 32 - change address, WELLER, 
Harry H. 1322-P, 2268 McGalliard 
Avenue, Bishop, CA 93514-2030 


page 33 - change address, WINCEY, 
Christopher R. 3725-V, 8527 Bengalin 
Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32211 
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MEMBER 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Hi Walt: 


Reference your Executive Secretary 
Column, The Wireless Beacon, March 
1999, Page 5, "The Long Night". Read 
Your Old Morse comments with con- 
siderable interest. 


Will forward a little bit of ancient in- 
formation under "snail mail" of an arti- 
cle I wrote back in 1990, entitled 
"What Hath God Wrought?" , which 
includes a copy of both the 
"International". and the "American" 
codes. I have circulated an unknown 
number of this article in the past years. 
You may copy it in the Wireless Bea- 
con if you wishfor what ever interest it 
will generate! Hi. (Ed. note - please 
see Page 7.) 


Please note: 

Letter "o" was dit space dit 

Letter "c" was dit dit space dit 

Letter "r" was dit space dit dit (dot - 
space characters were C,O,R,Y,Z,&). 
Remember the old period was dit dit 
space dit dit space dit dit? 


LONG LIVE MORSE CODE! 


Leonard J. Sluyter 
W6BNO, SOWP 1218-P 


Dear Earl: 


A couple of items. ..#1, Our Monday 
evening ham nets will remain on UMT 
year around. 14052 kHz at 2300 GMT. 
7042 kHz at 2400 GMT and 3555 at 
0100 (Tuesday). This is a better for 
propagation conditions, better suit 
viewers of Monday Night Football, af- 
ford participation by mobiles and flea 
powers and put an end to this insane 
time juggling perpetuated by golfers. 
Best I ever did was a nine handicap. 


.9- 


This is for the former Inland Seas 
Chapter nets now honoring our late de- 
parted Art Schermerhorn, W8FEC-. It is 
approved by Ted, W8TP, Ben, N6SL 
and myself who are the primary NCS 
stations. Always welcome some relief. 


Item #2. .. . have asked our Treasurer 
and Secretary for a financial statement 
for SOWP as of 31 December, 1999 
that could be published early in the 
year 2000. My responsibility is to ap- 
prove and validate it. Gee thanks folks 
for electing me. 


Thing is, I expect it will show an 
alarming decline in our membership 
and assets. I participated in the dis- 
banding of our Inland Seas Chapter and 
we gave what was left in our treasury 
to the National SOWP. After all there 
had not been a radioman on the Inland 
Seas for 40 years. 


This suggests that we all give some 
thought to preserving SOWP. It is not 
enough to enjoy the camaraderie, affec- 
tion and close knit caring of a "last man 
society". At the young age of 80, I don't 
want to be the one to turn off the lights 
and padlock the door. So give some 
thought and effort to the preservation 
of our Society. 


Surprisingly the Morse Telegraph Club 
is perking along pretty well although I 
don't think their has been a depot agent 
pounding brass for 40 years. They have 
recruited young people with an affec- 
tion for Continental Morse who are ac- 
tive on the air and now even have some 
kind of internet hookup that will acti- 
vate a sounder. I applaud that effort but 
have not participated because I hate 
computers. 


A year or two ago I tried to find some- 
one within a 100 mile radius that would 
help me set up a demonstration project 
at the county fair where we had a rep- 
lica of a RR station and a caboose on 
display. "Clackers" all installed and 
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working but no one could copy them, 
Continental or International Morse. 
(They work equally as well). Kids were 
interested but no way to demonstrate. 


How would it be to push our TA mem- 
bership to include anyone in the hard- 
ware of electronics who could demon- 
strate CW competency at the level of 
25 wpm or better. Broadcast, TV, com- 
puter people etc. 


And spend some of our resources with 
an aggressive campaign to keep present 
members in good standing. 


Hoping for a favorable response, I re- 
main 

Charles E. Spencer 

SOWP 4058-P, W8PQO 


Vice President SOWP, Finance and 
Audit 


Greetings, 


I just got The World Wireless Beacon 
newsletter with all the great stories. 
Well done! 


This Web page is tantalizing. Please 
make sure that the type font is large 
enough for us "middle-aged" eyes. So 
far, the presentation is just right. 


And, keep up the good secretarial 
work. Don't worry about delivery de- 
lays of the Beacon - as long as it keeps 
coming I will be most happy. 

tee 


Don Friedmann 


SOWP 4950-M, W3QYL 
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MEMBER CORRESPONDENCE - 
From Page 9 


Dear Waldo: 


Sorry dues are late, as I am 80 to- 
day I can blame it on a "Senior mo- 
ment." 


I enjoy reading the Beacon cover 
to cover, my neighbor Bill Jackson 
usually reminds me about dues. 


I did 20 yrs in Navy aboard the 
Lang DD399 on presidential cruises 
with Pres. Roosevelt fishing vacations. 
After radio school on board the Cassin 
DD372 at Pearl Harbor, then on the 
Cummings DD365. Came back to new 
construction and landed on the old 
President McKinley renammed the J. 
Franklin Bell APA 16. We made all 
three Landings in the Aleutians Adak, 
Attu and Kiska. After landing on Ta- 
tawa came back to new construction 
and ended up at NPG for the remainder 
of War 2 years as watch supervisor. 
The mention of Boehme keyers brought 
back memories of baskets of tape to be 
read. 


After electronic materiel school at 
Treasure Island I started my duty with 
Comsec at Wahiawa, Guam, Cuba and 
Washington where I retired in 1959. 


After 19 years with FAA.CAA I 
retired again in 1986. 


Keep up the good work, you are 
appreciated. 


Daniel E. Pomeroy 


SOWP 5064-P, AA7HW 


To the editor: 


Finally two months after my 65th bday 
I swallowed the proverbial anchor --the 
real one was about 10 tons, very hard to 
swallow. Please find enclosed a list of 
ships I sailed on as Sparks, RO, REO, 
Marconista!! always same job but lotsa 
different titles. 


SS Maria Bibolini SBM, Liberty 

ST Olterra IBFL 1913 Tanker 

SS Nazareno ICIO Liberty 

M, Cable WJJB Salvage tug 

ST Wilm'ton Getty KTKX T2Tanker 
ST NewYork Getty KHTS TSTanker 
SS Austral Ensign WPGJ Container 
MV Sealift Carib. NKRV Diesel Tkr 
SS Sealand Market KJW; SL7 

SS Delta Mar KICF Lash 

SS Warrior KORY Container 

SS African Comet KCMJ Container 
SS Amer. Liberty WZJD Container 
LNG Aquarius WSKJ LNG Carrier 
LNG Libra L?DZG LNG Carrier 


--Carlo Marsano, 0230-M 


Editor: 


Here's a book title you might want to 
add to the Book List in the Beacon: 


The Strange Ordeal of the Normandier 
by H. L. Tredree. Little, Brown and 
Co., 1958. Also published in England 
under the title Blackwater. It is availble 
at several used book stores listed on the 
internet. 


The author was a 17-year-old Marconi 
op sailing out of Cardiff, Wales in 1918 
aboard the British tramp steamer Nor- 
mandier. The book describes several 
voyages of the Normandier, the last of 
which is indeed an ordeal. 


a5 


J. R. Berry 
SOWP 5533-TA, K8UGL 


Hi OM.... 


Just received your nice letter and 
thanks for the info. I am enclosing my 
check in the amount of twenty bucks 
for a years dues and will be looking 
forward to whatever info will be com- 
ing in the future. 


Yep, we are not too far apart as age 
goes... came along in March of 1917 
and been hanging on ever since that 
time. Hi. 


As noted I have been a ham since 31 or 
32 and have held the same call from 
that time. Up until a couple of years 
ago I still held my Telegraph First 
Class ticket - but decided to let it ex- 
pire since I knew that I would never 
have use for it. 


As for writing about my past experi- 
ences, well I don't know. Iam nota 
good writer but as you said we have 
seen a lot - and so I may have to recon- 
sider and see what I can do about put- 
ting some of those experiences down 
for posterity Hi. 


73' and keep on keepin' on 


Norm Dalling 
SOWP 5634-P, W3BLN 


TRANSCONTINENTAL NET 


The SOWP TRANSCONTINENTAL 
NET meets Tuesdays 1800Z 14.058 
MHz and Thursdays 1600Z 14.055. 
MHz. Join the SWOP nets when you 
can. 


73 


Eber Diehl 
SWOP 3647-V, W7AMM 


a) 
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SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the pass- 
ing of the following SOWP members 
as they join our Chapter Eternal. We 
send our sincere sympathies to those 
they held dear. 


BOTTE, Kenneth G. 0620-P, VE7XA, 
Victoria, B.C., Canada. August 29, 
1999. No details. Reported by Law- 
rence Rossiter 0609-P. 


HIRSCH, Ralph M. 2072-P, K1RH, 
Woodbridge, CT. No date or details. 
Reported in QST, November 1999. 


JAEGER, Oscar 0957-V, W6AD, For- 
syth, MO. No date or details. Re- 
ported in QST, December 1999. 


KINGSLEY, Edward F. 4474-SGP, 
WIEY, Chester, CT. No date or de- 
tails. Mail returned. 


KRAMER, Vernon W. 2541-SGP, 
W6FCD, Goleta, CA. No date or de- 
tails. Reported in QCWA Journal, Fall 
1999. 


LE BLOND, Norman L. 2498-V, 
WOFNO, Leawood, KS. No date or 
details. Reported in QST, December 
1999. 


LETSINGER, Paul R. 0077-P, 
WO6SYL, San Carlos, CA. No date or 


details. Reported in QCWA Journal, 
Fall 1999. 
MacKENZIE, John R. 3738-V, 


KA7FEE, Portland. OR. March 1, 
1999, strokes. Served in Central 
Europe Rhineland during WW II, 8th 
Cavalry with specialty as Radio Opera- 
tor L SP 776. Reported by spouse. 


MEYER, Donald E. 3979-V, NF7F, 
Arizona City, AZ. July 9, 1999. No 
details. Reported in Arizona Chapter 
QCWA Newsletter, Fall 1999. 


aah Ke 


MOSES, Elbert R., Jr. 5230-TA, 
WASIYA, Prescott, AZ. No date or 


details. Reported in QCWA Journal, 
Fall 1999. 
MURPHY, James K. 5071-V, 


KK6KZ, San Diego, CA. No date or 
details. Reported in QST, September 
1999. 


NICHOLS, Kenneth Earl SOWP 
3069-P, Central Point, OR. October 25, 
1999 at 89 years of age. Ken's first pro- 
fessional assignment as a wireless man 
was to the 11th Signal Company, U S 
Army Signal Corps., working at WZJ 
(Hawaii) in March, 1933. He joined 
SOWP on Feb. Sth 1979. He also 
served in the U S Air Force in England, 
1943-45. His lifetime interest in Morse 
communication began in earnest in 
1930 when he was awarded his Ama- 
teur Radio License W7BDE, which he 
retained and upgraded through the 
years. He served as an electronics tech 
for the FAA for 20 years, and opened 
his own "Al Radio" business in Med- 
ford, Oregon after retirement. Reported 
by Robert L. Larson, SOWP 4590-M, 
W7LNG 


PELLETIER, Al 4784-P, N4JXU, 
Milton, FL. No date or details. Re- 
ported by Waldo Boyd 2958-P. 


PERAC, William M. 3542-V, W6JCG, 
San Bruno, CA. No date or details. 
Reported in QST, December 1999. 


PETREE, Issac C. 3201-V, NI40, 
Knoxville, TN. No date or details. Re- 
ported in QST, October 1999. 


POST, Roy I. 3734-P, WA6FUN, 
Santa Rosa, CA. No date or details. 
Reported in QST, November 1999. 


ROACH, Isaac 1410-SGP, K4QM, 
Vero Beach, FL. July 3, 1999. No de- 
tails. Reported in Spark Gap Times, 
September 1999. 
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ROBERTS, Clement L. 4932-V, 
NXS5R, Wimberley, TX. No date or 
details. Reported in QST, October 
1999. 


ROLLI, Victor M. 4170-V, N3DCK, 
Rehoboth Beach, DE. No date or de- 
tails. Reported in QST, October 1999. 


ROUSH, George Edgar 3447-P, 
WAGHET, Saratoga, CA No date or 
details. Reported in QST, December 
1999. 


SNEDEKER, Russell J. 5299-TA, 
W2EEQ, Wappingers Falls, NY. No 
date or details. Reported in QCWA 
Journal, Fall 1999. 


STEFFENS, Albert B. 3541-V, 
WO6IWS, Ben Lomond, CA. No date or 
details. Reported in QST, December 
1999. 


TELLEFSON, E.M. 2031-SGP, 
Mackinac Island, MI. No date or de- 
tails. Mail returned. 


Silent Key Reporting 


Please send reports to SOWP Exec. 
Sec'y Waldo T. Boyd., P.O. Box 86, 
Geyserville, CA 95441-0086. If avail- 
able, include date, age of deceased 

and cause of passing. 


See jee 
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MORSE ISN'T DEAD—From Page 1 


COMMUNICATION HISTORY BY 
TRANSMITTING THE FIRST WIRE- 
LESS RADIOTELEGRAPHY SIG- 
NAL FROM THESE SHORES. FOR 
97 YEARS WIRELESS OPERATORS 
HAVE PROVIDED COMMUNICA- 
TIONS DEDICATED TO THE 
SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA. 


FROM SITES AT GLACE BAY, 
LOUISBOURG, NORTH SYDNEY, 
SYDNEY AIRPORT AND NOW THE 
COAST GUARD COLLEGE OPERA- 
TORS OF VAS AND LATER VCO 
HAVE ALSO DEDICATED THEM- 
SELVES TO THIS CONTINUOUS 
VIGIL. IT IS WITH BOTH PRIDE 
AND REGRET THAT WE REMEM- 
BER THOSE WHOSE LIVES WE 
HAVE HELPED SAVE AND THOSE 
WE COULD NOT. 


WITH ADVANCES IN TERRES- 


TRIAL AND SATELLITE COMMU- 
NICATIONS WE NOW SIGN OFF 
THE MORSE CODE AS A PRIMARY 
SAFETY SERVICE TO MARINERS. 
TODAY AFTER ALMOST 100 
YEARS CAPE BRETON ISLAND 
WILL FALL SILENT ON 500 KHZ. 
IT IS THUS FITTING THAT ONE OF 
THE LAST REMAINING CW STA- 
TIONS ON THE ATLANTIC COM- 
PLETES THE CYCLE BEGUN SO 
MANY YEARS AGO. 


AS MARINE COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TRAFFIC SERVICES OFFI- 
CERS, WE DEDICATE OURSELVES 
TO THE SAFETY OF THOSE WHO 
SAIL THESE WATERS. USING 
THESE NEW METHODS OF COM- 
MUNICATION, WE PLEDGE TO 
MAINTAIN THE WATCH. GOOD 
BYE AND 73 

AR 
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CHECK YOUR MAILING 
LABEL! 


Your mailing label below 
indicates when your dues 
are used up. Any label less 
than DEC/00 will require 


your payment 


attention. 
Send payment to: 


Exec. Sec. Waldo T. Boyd 
P.O. Box 86 
Geyserville, CA 95441 


Your membership participa- 
tion 1s appreciated by all. 


Thank you 
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